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CHAP, the straeture will begin to develop in another way.
XVI The Chancellors of the Exchequer., past and present,
will agree that while it is their business to find the
revenues required for the public service, it is equally
their business to consider the effect which their
method of raising it will have on the life and char-
acter of the people. They will agree that in settling
the incidence of taxation the Treasury has at least
as much to do with moulding the social and
domestic life of the nation as the Home Office, the
Local Government Board, or the Departments of
Education. We shall have to consider, then, whether
we mean the Imperial authority to share this
power with the Dominion government which we
propose to establish for the express purpose of
controlling the social life of the British Isles.
The              These pertinent questions will remind us of the

Pa5k-al   ^ac^ that it *s Jlls^ because the Dominion parlia-
cannot     men"ts have acquired an exclusive control of the
decide the incidence of taxation, and especially of tariffs, that
they have really achieved the control of national
anc^ domestic affairs which they now enjoy.    If
once  "^cy surrendered   their   present  control  of
power of   tariffs, their power to mould the social life of the
minion"    nation in accordance with its own experience and
mratTto   instincts would be crippled.    An Imperial Govern-
controi     ment, however representative, which settled tariffs
social       throughout the Commonwealth, would be going
beyond the sphere of foreign affairs and trenching
upon that of national and domestic governments.
Members from Canada, Australia, South Africa,
and the British Isles would then be deciding how life
in New Zealand is to be led.    The existing power
of the New Zealand Government to control that